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man not particularly anti-Catholic, but one whose name stood
for the anti-Catholic cause and who was in antagonism to the
Emperor, who was the champion of orthodoxy. Cromwell
represented this woman—a fat, good-natured nonentity, quite
uncultured, but of the kindly Rhineland sort—as a great beauty,
and, as was always the case with those who for the moment
had control of Henry, he did what he liked with the King. It
was on January i, 1540, that Henry met her near Rochester
as she came up from landing to be married. He was shocked
at her appearance, and, personal and petty as the inrfdent was,
it determined the fall of Cromwell,	>,•?"
Cromwell had many enemies, not only as a moneylender on
a large scale, but as being all-powerful and therefore arousing
the jealousy of the Seymours, who desired to control the King
and were on their way to succeeding.
It was typical of Henry's irresolution and weakness that he
could not make up his mind. On April 17, 1540, Cromwell,
who had helped Henry with the evidence he required to dissolve
the marriage with Anne of Cleves, was made Earl of Essex and
Great Chamberlain. But within two months, on Jui^e 10,
Norfolk, as the head of the Howards and the old nobility, who
detested Cromwell as an upstart, denounced him in the Council;
he was arrested, his property was seized, and in less than three
weeks a Bill of Attainder—his own favourite method of putting
people away—was formed against him. He pleaded for his life
in die most abject fashion, but on July 28 the wretched man, a
prey to the most violent panic, was put to death. Just over a
week later Henry, having got the clergy to declare his marriage
with Anne of Cleves invalid, brought to Court as his new Queen
the Duke of Norfolk's niece, the young Catherine Howard.
The Fall of the Howards and the Triumph of the
Seymours. Cranmer was working with the Seymours, and
especially with Edward Seymour, the elder and more energetic
of the two brothers, for strengthening as far as possible the
now growing Protestant element among the few who were can-
didates for real power in the state and the comparatively small
anti-Catholic faction in the higher clergy. Evidence was
gathered of the unchastity of the young Queen, Catherine, before
marriage; Cranmer presented it to the King, who was filled with
weak rage and infuriated, as having been made a dupe once more
and turned to ridicule before his people. He wept publicly,
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